234                          EDWARD AND  OTHERS                        [1830

perhaps, inevitable. He was at once a child of his age
and dependent for livelihood on its favour. But it is
frankly disappointing to find sanctimony many years
after the event; and permissible to regret the novel
which he might have written, could he have accepted
Harriette Wilson's suggestion to season his own talent
with some of her amorous experience and racy irre-
sponsibility.

The problem of the date of the letters requires a
word or comment. Lord Lytton suggests that the
two here requoted date from 1831; but it seems likely
that they belong, possibly to 1830, more probably to
1829. The Statement that Harriette Wilson was born in
1789 (DJV.5.) is now regarded as inaccurate. In the
preface to her novel Clara Gazul, which was published
in 1830, she Slates definitely that she was born on
February 2nd, 1786 (the date February 22, 1788, given
in her letter to Bulwer as printed by Lord Lytton is
a fault in transcription), and Mr. Eveleigh Nash in
his Foreword to his edition of her Memoirs x gives
additional evidence in support of this date. Taking as
fairly accurate (and there seems no reason to do other-
wise) her information to Bulwer that she was forty-
three years old at the time she wrote to him, we may
date her second letter in Oftober 1829 and her firSt
one juSl over six weeks earlier. The beginning of
AuguSl 1829 is a date at which a fashionable, if frivolous,
novel-reader might have been expected to be one-
third through Devereux, that novel having appeared
in the libraries late in July, A further argument for
1829 as the correft date of the firSl two letters is
implicit in the suggestion in the second letter that
Bulwer look over proofs of " my unfinished new book."
This muSl be Clara Gazul which, as Slated above, was
published in 1830.

The third letter (now firSl printed) was written in
1 Cf. Eveleigh Nash. 2 vols. 1909.